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President’s Theme: Shining Stars in The Royal Court

President’s Farewell Message

Albertha “Dee-Dee” Johnson-Mikell
2014-2015
SCAEOP President
amikell@jcsd.net
My how time flies when you are
having fun! I truly have had an
exciting year. It has been one of
learning, but fun and quite an
awesome experience. To lead this
great association is very humbling.
There are no words to express how
much this past year has meant to
me. I have many good memories,
made a lot of new friends, and
developed a more meaningful
relationship with the friends I
already had!
I hope that you returned to your
respective workplaces with lots of
enthusiasm from a wonderful
conference. I now know firsthand
what it takes to make an amazing
conference happen and it doesn’t
just happen. As I sat during the
conference and saw my theme
unfold so beautifully, I was very
conscious that every little detail
had been touched. My sincere
appreciation to the best conference

committee ever. You worked so
hard, spent many long hours to
bring the best there was to offer to
our membership. It paid off! I am
pleased to say that throughout the
conference, I encountered many
smiling faces and positive
comments. I want to thank our
dedicated SCAEOP members for
a job well done because without
you, there would be no SCAEOP.
Please give yourselves a pat on
the back.
Serving on our state board has
truly been a personal blessing.
I have learned so much about the
association and you, the members.
You are certainly dedicated to the
mission and vision of SCAEOP
and nothing is impossible when
we all are working together to a
common end. Your creativity with
my theme truly amazed me as I
visited different places throughout
the year. I was convinced that we
were all wearing our tiaras and
waving our wands to reach our
goals. Thank you for making it
happen as we worked together.
I am both happy and sad to be
stepping down as president. Sad
because I have reached the end
of a 16 year dream and happy
because it really isn’t an ending;
but, a new beginning that will
allow me to start working on new
dreams and goals.
As you take on new responsibilities in your life, you tend to look
around very carefully to be sure
you are making a good decision.
Little did I know that this year

I would need the special touch of
each of you in my own personal life
and you have adequately been
there for me. I thank you for that.
It’s exciting to be going into another
year. Georgette’s theme, “A Proud
Past and A Promising Future”
encourages us to remember from
whence we came and know that
our future is going to be just as
great. Life is a constant and
change is good. It keeps us from
becoming stagnant in our personal
life, as well as, our business
worlds. Never be afraid to take that
extra step into the unknown for it
brings new experiences and
friends.
Thank you for the opportunity to
serve as your SCAEOP President
for 2014-2015. I love you all and
appreciate you more than words
could ever express. I will treasure
this experience and the friends I
have made forever. Continue to be
“Shining Stars in the Royal Court”
wearing those tiaras and waving
those wands!
Forever,
Albertha “Dee-Dee” Johnson-Mikell, CEOE
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Committees and Programs

Our 33rd SCAEOP
Conference was AWESOME!
It is hard to believe that
another year has come to an
end! I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to the
members of SCAEOP for
allowing me the privilege to
serve as your Vice President.
It has been an awesome
learning experience and I look
forward to future opportunities
within our association.
I acknowledge the efforts of my
committee members, Melody
Butler and Susan Lourie for their
support in all endeavors.
This year the members of
SCAEOP have really worked
diligently to increase the
membership within our
association. We are confident
that each local association has
been proactive in their efforts to
bring awareness of our state
association and its benefits. The
committee would like to express
sincere gratitude to all members
and associations for their
recruitment efforts! A special
shout out goes to Christie
Knight of Newberry AEOP for
individually recruiting the highest
number of members and yours
truly of Georgetown AEOP for
placing 2nd in individual recruitment efforts. Congratulations
also, to our association’s
winners; Richland AEOP for

placing 1st and Newberry AEOP
for placing 2nd. It is imperative
that we continue to be proactive
in our recruitment efforts and
remain mindful that our goal is
to increase our membership by
promoting and highlighting the
benefits of being a member of
the South Carolina Association
of Educational Office Professionals.

Newsletter Committee
Hope everyone had a safe,
healthy blessed Holiday Season.
The Newsletter Committee has
had a successful season and
hope everyone has enjoyed
reading each edition published
this year. Paperwork was
processed and the December
edition of The Voice was sent to
NAEOP for the Rachel Maynard
Newsletter Contest.
Thanks for all you do to help
make our newsletter successful.
I would also like to thank my
Committee members Sylvia
Sullivan (editor) and Kathleen
Elmore for all of their hard-work
in making our newsletter the
best it can possibly be.
Deanna Johnson
Newsletter Committee Chair

Tina Gilliard-Rice, CEOE, Vice President
Membership Recruitment Chairperson
Georgetown County AEOP
Melody Butler, Committee Member,
Richland 2 AEOP
Susan Lourie, Committee Member,
Richland 2 AEOP

South Carolina Association of
Educational Office Professionals

Mission Statement

The mission
of the South Carolina Association of
Educational Office Professionals is to

raise the standards
of educational office professionals in
our state
through professional

and

personal growth
opportunities;
recognition

of professional achievements;

participation in a specificallydesigned certification
program;
promotion of integrity;

pride in our profession;
networking and fellowship
with other educational office
professionals.
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Committees and Programs
ELECTION
RESULTS
Happy New Year and
congratulations to the SCAEOP
2015 ELECTION winners.
SCAEOP used Survey Monkey
for the election process. Your
elected officers for 2015-2016
are…
President Elect –
Jill Averyhart, CEOE
District 5
Vice President –
Paula Rosenberger District 5
Secretary –
Lindy Shaw, CEOE District 17
District 9 Director –
Angela Davis
District 10 Director –
TBA/VACANT
District 11 Director –
Sylvia Sullivan
District 12 Director –
Janie McLeod, CEOE
Thank you to the SCAEOP
Executive Board for your help
in providing the committee with
an excellent slate of candidates
and for your assistance in
making sure information was on
the website.
COMMITTEE
Cukye Nelson Khaalid, CEOE
cukye.nelson@sumterschools.net
Gene Parks, CEOE
gparks@richland2.org
Vanessa Ellison, CEOE
vellison@flo2.k12.sc.us

Looking Ahead
Field Service Program
This year has really gone fast.
I can’t believe that a new year is
upon us. I am so glad to have had
the opportunity to serve as
President Elect and look even
Georgette Council, CEOE
more forward to serving the
2014-2015 SCAEOP
association as its’ President.
President Elect
Having had the opportunity to
gcouncil@richland2.org
over-see the Field Service
Program gave me some great
insight into the association and sparked some ideas as to how we
might be able to utilize this program in the future. It was great to go
out to our affiliates and potential affiliates to share the good news of
the SCAEOP and the results of those efforts were evident in new
memberships and new affiliates. While I am proud of the work that
was done this year, I know there is much more that can be done
to recruit and retain our colleagues across the state. I would
encourage you to be in contact with Jill Averyhart, the incoming
President Elect, who will now be charged with over-seeing the Field
Service Program, to share contact information for those who might
be interested in joining and/or affiliating with SCAEOP. Remind
folks, it only takes three (3) to become an affiliate.
We are all ambassadors for our association, so I challenge you to
encourage your peers to join us. Share all of the good news going
on in our association regarding scholarships, professional development, awards and recognition, etc. Share with them the wonderful
networking opportunities and your own personal, positive
experiences as a member. Inform them of the Field Service
Program and let them know we would be glad to come and speak
to them regarding our association and help them in their local
recruiting efforts as well. As we reflect on our Proud Past and look
forward to our Promising Future, I am encouraged about the
growth of our association through the use of our Field Service
Program.
Thank you again for trusting me with this extremely important
position this past year. I look forward to working with all of the
members of SCAEOP in the coming year. As President, I look
forward to increasing our presence throughout the state using the
Field Service Program, as well as, other avenues and opportunities
which are available to us.
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Honors Awarded
Betty Blanton
Educational Office Professional
of the Year Award

Carol Brown, CEOE, with
Lexington One was announced
as the Office Professional of the
year at this year’s SCAEOP
Conference Awards Luncheon.
Carol is the Executive Secretary
to the Director of Business
Services. Her supervisor states

that she handles her position
as a true professional each
day. Carol has been involved
on a continuing basis in countless hours of professional
development, as well as,
numerous community activities.
She is also a member of
LDOEOP. And, recently
received the distinction of
CEOE from NAEOP.
Congratulations to Carol
Brown, a true example of
what an educational office
professional should be.
Vickie McIntyre, Account
Specialist to the Executive
Director of Finance, in Richland

2 was also nominated for the
award this year. She is a
member of RCAEOP.
As Chairman of this committee,
after reviewing the nomination
forms for both of these ladies, I
was challenged to be a better
office professional. We go along
in our daily lives thinking that we
are doing the best we can and
then you see the accomplishments and accolades of each of
these two office professionals.
They are certainly examples of
what Betty Blanton stood for as
a true office professional.
Mary Beth Bowers, CEOE
EOPY Chairperson

H. Randall “Randy” Dozier
SCAEOP 2015 Administrator of the Year
This year there were 4 nominees
for the Administrator of the Year
award. Three judges from
different areas of South Carolina
made sure these individuals met
the criteria set forth by SCAEOP.
*Must have an educational
background, currently employed
as an educational administrator
*Must have been employed as
an educational administrator for
five years.
*Must be a member of the
national educational association
which represents his/her

professional occupation
and most favorable of all
*Supports educational office
professionals
Thank you to these nominees,
for their continued support of
office professionals…
Cynthia S. Wilson
Orangeburg Consolidated
District 5
Dr. Andrea C. Berry
Richland County
Todd Binnicker
Anderson One

Congratulations to H. Randall
“Randy” Dozier, Georgetown
(Horry County) who is the
SCAEOP 2015 Administrator
of the Year. SCAEOP will
submit Mr. Dozier’s application
for NAEOP Administrator of the
Year which will be announced
July 2015 at the NAEOP conference in Buffalo, New York.
AOY Committee Members
B. Y. Cukye” Nelson Khaalid, CEOE,
Chairperson
Christie Knight, CEOE
Bea Simon, CEOE
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Honors Awarded
2015 South Carolina
Association of Educational Office Professionals
Marian Garrett Student Scholarship Winner
The South Carolina Association of Educational Office Professionals
presents an annual scholarship of $1,000 to a deserving student
who has plans to pursue a degree in the business field. The 2015
Marian Garrett winner is
Jacqueline Alexandra Phillips,
a senior from North Augusta
High School in Aiken County,
South Carolina.
Jacqueline was presented a
Plaque and a Certificate of
Achievement on February 28,
2015 at the SCAEOP annual
conference luncheon at the
Hilton Resort in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. Jacqueline has
been accepted at the University
of South Carolina in Columbia,
Clemson University, Furman
University and the College of
Charleston. She has decided
that she will attend the
College of Charleston in the
Fall of 2015.
When SCAEOP receives
notification from the registrar
at the College of Charleston
that Jacqueline is enrolled, she
will receive a check for $1,000
to help with her college
expenses.
As Educational Office
Professionals, we are pleased
to be able to contribute to the
on-going endeavors of our
State’s graduates.

Claudia Cohen, CEOE
Scholarship Chairperson

Retirees
Continue
Our Proud Past
I have had the pleasure of being
the President for the South
Carolina Association of Educational Office Professionals Retired for the past year. I have
made new friends and have
learned a great deal. I want to
thank all of you who have
supported us by purchasing
20/20 tickets or found a treasure
at the “Trash to Treasures” table
at the 2015 conference.
Being “retired” doesn’t mean
sitting back and watching the
world go by. Our retirees
volunteer at schools, take
care of others, work at their
churches, etc. I hope, when the
time comes and you retire that
you will join this group, not only
for the continuous learning; but,
for the lifelong friendships you
will make.
Some sad news to report — We
lost two wonderful ladies this
year; but, we will always
remember them: Del Ross and
Annette Clayton. May they rest
in peace.
As I leave this position and take
on a new challenge as
President-Elect for NAEOP-R,
I’m sure the Retirees’ New
President, Linda Honeycutt will
lead us to make the association
bigger and better. Good luck
Linda. We all will be “Sharing
the Vision.”
Rebecca Crabtree, CEOE
SCAEOP-R President
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Affiliates

Donna Lazar, CEOE
Affiliations Chairman
donna.lazar@spart5.net

Thanks to all of the “Shining
Stars in the Royal Court”, better
known as local associations,
who affiliated with SCAEOP this
year. Being an affiliate gives
your local association and its
members the opportunity to be
recognized at the SCAEOP
Annual Conference. Affiliates
are given the opportunity to
submit a deserving local

member with the honor of a
State Office Professional of
the Year nomination, as well
as, recognizing an Administrator
of the Year of their choosing
for the state honor. Your
association might also be seen
on the Affiliates Spotlight on
the SCAEOP Webpage and
could be recognized in our
newsletter, The Voice for your
activities. In other words, being
an affiliate lets the good you do
in your local association shine
across the state. This year’s
affiliates were:
Anderson AEOP,
Beaufort AEOP, Charleston
County AEOP, Fairfield County
AEOP, Florence County
AEOP, Georgetown County
AEOP, Jasper County AEOP,
Lexington District One EOP,
Newberry County AEOP,

Orangeburg County AEOP,
Richland County AEOP,
SCAEOP Past Presidents,
Sumter County AEOP,
Upstate AEOP,
Williamsburg County AEOP,
and York County AEOP.
I would like to remind you that
the new affiliate year will run
from May 1, 2015- April 30,
2016, so in just a few weeks it
will be time to affiliate with
SCAEOP, again. Associations
not affiliated by September 1,
2015 will be required to pay a
late fee.
Tina Gillard-Rice from
Georgetown will be the 2015 2016 Affiliations Chairman.
Thank you for your support this
year!

SCAEOP BYLAWS

OFFICERS
COMMUNITY
SERVICE

AFFILIATES

BYLAWS
COMMITTEES

CONFERENCES

RETIREES

Everything we do as an association
is predicated upon the Bylaws set
forth by our founding members.
Bylaws are the foundation of who
we are and what we proclaim to be
in the future. At the 2015 SCAEOP
Annual Conference, the majority of
members present voted to amend
specific Bylaws with the intent to
better serve ALL of the MEMBERS
of SCAEOP. You are encouraged to
click on the SCAEOP website
https://www.scaeop.org

—
print yourself a copy of the
Bylaws and meditate on our
foundation, our current
needs and the future needs of
this beloved association.
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S C A E O P 3 3 rd C ON F E R E N C E
What can we say except - You guys ROCK!!! It was awesome to see so many office professionals at
the conference. We had approximately 301 in attendance. You all came and supported every aspect of
the conference the whole weekend. We would be remiss if we didn’t thank each and every one for their
support, commendations, praise,
constructive observations and
well – just plain down-home caring
about the association. We
consider you all family, as we’ve
made so many new friends and
reconnected with old ones.
So many of you stopped Saundra
and I during the weekend to say
thanks and that you were having
a great time - that meant so much
to us. I’ve said it before that I
consider it an honor to be one
of many whose responsibilities it is
to prepare and launch the only
conference in the state that is solely devoted to the professional advancement of educational office
professionals. And, I still stand by that statement, as it is truly a privilege.
I hope all of you took the opportunity to participate in the conference survey. We know things go awry
sometimes, but we won’t know what needs to be fixed, if we are not told. We want to hear about the
good, the bad, and the ugly – that’s how things improve, change and move forward. If you didn’t get a
chance to do the actual survey, you may contact me or Saundra and still share. We are always
available.
Our new President will take office officially May 1, 2015. Georgette’s theme “A Proud Past and a
Promising Future” says it all. We will embrace our heritage; and, forge new fronts for our future. No
need to turn or look back now, we are heading into the 21 st century with a bang!
Take care; continue to advance professionally and personally as we look forward to our ‘promising
future’ together.
Redell Sherll, CEOE and Saundra Woods,
Conference Co-Chairpersons
I had an amazing time at the 2015 SCAEOP Conference. I networked with my colleagues across the
state, participated in the business meeting, attended workshops, and was inspired by great keynote
speakers.
I was also a part of the conference audio visual team, affectionately named
“The Plug-Ins.” It was a lot of work, but we also had a lot of fun. I would like to
sincerely thank my fellow “Plug-Ins” who signed up to help set-up audio visual
equipment at the conference (Laurie Cannon, Marybeth Gawrys, Sarah Jane
Harris, and Cassie Nelson).
SCAEOP’s social media presence was in full swing at the conference. The
social media facilitators worked hard at the conference to provide conference
updates via the SCAEOP Facebook, Pinterest, and Twitter accounts. If you
have any questions, suggestions, or are interested in helping with the
SCAEOP social media accounts, please contact the social media facilitators listed below.
Facebook: Kimmetta Tidwell – ktidwell@fairfield.k12.sc.us
Pinterest: Mary Beth Bowers – mbowers@greenville.k12.sc.us
Twitter: Marybeth Gawrys – mgawrys@richland2.org
Please note the look and feel of the SCAEOP website has changed and we have
switched to a new website host. You can view the new website at
www.scaeop.org.

Jill Averyhart, CEOE
Website Coordinator
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Congratulations

SCAEOP
Memorials

Denise M. Washington

REALLY

knows
about SCAEOP

In the December Issue 8 of The Voice, we once
again challenged you to participate in a SCAEOP
trivia question. The question was:

What year was the first SCAEOP office employee
of the year recognized? Answer: 1986
I could not believe my eyes, when I saw the first person to email me after
publication was from — you guessed it:
Denise Washington, from Dorchester School District Four
Denise received a $5.00 gift card compliments of the Newsletter
Committee. I was shocked! I just had to call Denise and ask her how she
managed to win a second time. I discovered Denise enjoys reading the
newsletter and looks forward to its publication. Since she enjoys the
newsletter so much—I appointed her to the 2015-2016 Newsletter
Committee. I look forward to incorporating Denise’s enthusiasm into our
NEW Newsletter TEAM!
CONGRATULATIONS, DENISE!

Dorothy Ford, CEOE
Sumter, age 76, Charter/Retired/
LIFE member entered rest
January 3, 2015.
Charlotte Smoak
Sumter, age 85, Charter/Retired/
LIFE member entered rest
January 29, 2015.
Annette Clayton
Spartanburg, age 70, Retired
member entered rest
February 27, 2015.
Ellendel “Del” Ross
Greenville, age 79, 1999-2000
President, Charter/Retired, LIFE
member entered rest
March 1, 2015.

Community Service
The South
Carolina
Association of
Educational
Office
Professionals
rated excellent
for 2014-2015 Community
Service Program. SCAEOP
members went above and
beyond by donating toiletries,
personal items, bedding, bath
and body items, school supplies,
gift cards, and cash donations to
the New Horizon Family Center
(LYI). The Community Service
program was a success because
of the efforts of our members

and the Clarendon County
School District One community.
Ms. Pam Hall, Director of New
Horizon Center (LYI), staff and
residents were impressed with
the presentation
and the many
donations that
were presented
to them. They
had all sorts of
questions about
SCAEOP and the
part each person
plays in their different positions.
SCAEOP, you really made a
great impression for the young
ladies of LYI.

I would like to thank Ms. Albertha
Johnson-Mikell for allowing me
the opportunity to serve as
Chairperson of Community
Service. I would also like to thank
the members of SCAEOP and the
Clarendon School District One
community for
your support in
making this a
success.

Cassie A. Nelson, CEOE
Community Service, Chairperson
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What’s Happening...

Calendar

Newsletter Committee
2015-2016 Newsletter Schedule will be
established at the April retreat.

Events
April 18, 2015
SCAEOP Retreat
Richland 2 Conference Facility
Outgoing and Incoming Boards
May 15, 2015
Professional Standards Program
(PSP) DEADLINE
July 22-25, 2015
NAEOP Conference
Buffalo, New York

Please check the SCAEOP website or contact
Sylvia Sullivan for the new publication schedule.
Editor’s Note:
All Board Members are required and Members are
encouraged to submit articles for publication in The
Voice in a timely manner. When submitting, please
send or email your article to Sylvia Sullivan, 20152016 Chairman, Newsletter Committee.
The Newsletter Committee takes into consideration
all articles and photos submitted and has the right
and responsibility to request written authorization to
publish photos of minors and hold, and/or rewrite,
articles for publication according to timeliness
and length.

November 12-13, 2015
Mid-Atlantic Area
Professional Development Days

PINTEREST
We now have our SCAEOP Pinterest page
up and running. Check it out at:
www.pinterest.com/scaeop
The Birthday list can be found on
our SCAEOP website.
With a simple CLICK, you can access
all SCAEOP members’ birthdates.

SCAEOP website:
https://www.scaeop.org
NAEOP website:
https://www.naeop.org
Mid-Atlantic website: mid-atlanticarea.com
Take a couple of minutes to click on these
websites and our affiliates’ websites.

Deanna Johnson, District Director 11
Newsletter Committee, Chairman
Contact: 803-821-4302
Lexington School District One
Email: djohnson@lexington1.net
Sylvia Sullivan
Newsletter Editor
Contact: 803-821-1167
Cell: 803-617-9421
Lexington School District One
Email: ssullivan@lexington1.net
Kathleen Elmore
Newsletter Member
Contact: 843-264-3487
Cell: 843-240-1471
Georgetown County School District
Email: kelmore@gcsd.k12.sc.us

