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Welcome to 2021-2022,

I humbly thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you in this 
role.  It has been quite a journey 
getting here.  I never saw myself 
serving in this position; however, 
my present journey has brought 
me here and I am truly honored. 

Please know that my ultimate goal for SCAEOP is to 
create opportunities for our 500+ members.  I plan to 
offer opportunities that will allow you professional 
growth on an ongoing basis throughout the year.  These 
opportunities are designed to be cost effective and a 
wise use of your time.  The opportunities that will be 
available to you will offer you PSP credit for those of 
you that are working towards your certificate.  We 
have already introduced the Virtual Book Club that 
kicks off on March 1.  We will have more book studies 
this year.  Other projects we are working on for you are 
a webinar series as well as a Mid-Year Professional 
Development Day.    

I want you to know that - while I may hold the title of 
SCAEOP President this year - I am just like you.  I am an 
educational office professional.  It just so happens that I 
was chosen to be the line leader this year. So please step 
in line WITH me and let’s get this journey started.  
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The 39th Annual Conference was held in Myrtle Beach, SC. The 
Embassy Suites was our host again this year, we will gather for one 
more year at this location.
We had 76 registered members join for the weekend event and 13 first 
timers! 
Marci D. Thompson opened the event with her motivating 
presentation on Bringing Your Own Brilliance. She followed that with 
another presentation on Mastering Brilliance. 
The installation banquet was held on Saturday evening, where the new 
board was installed. 
We ended the conference with our closing keynote speaker, Mary Beth 
Bowers, CEOE, who shared a story about when her son was attacked 
by a dog and how she found the joy in the journey.

The Community Service Project for the 
conference was a sock drive for the 
homeless. The SCAEOP family did not 
disappoint and we we able to supply a 
local shelter, New Directions of Horry 
County,  with the socks seen in the 
picture to the left.

Lessons from the Mouse:
Don’t forget the book study begins with the kick off party tonight.

 You should have received the zoom link from President Bowers. 
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First Timer Testimonials
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Thank you so much for the opportunity to attend! I 
almost didn’t attend SCAEOP this year. I was so 
indecisive due to COVID-19. The first timers meet and 
greet was so good. The information provided was 
great and the people were extremely nice. Attending 
SCAEOP allowed me to connect with others from 
various districts, encouraged me, and gave me hope! 
The speakers pushed me to unmask fear, doubt and 
complacency. At SCAEOP is where I unmasked those 
things and chose to walk in confidence, joy and 
resilience. I came to SCAEOP not really understanding 
how much I needed to be pushed, embraced and 
propelled. I understand now why God placed me on 
the path I am in here in Marlboro even more now. 
This year I will find Joy in adversity, Joy in good times, 
Joy when I receive a No, Joy in the yes and Joy in this 
journey! I am going to stretch beyond my comfort 
zone and find joy even in that. SCAEOP will now be my 
boost, my kickstart to renewing my why and my yes 
each in year in my current role. Although, the board 
may have not felt like they fulfilled their duty prior to 
the conference, I pray that after reading this 
testimonial that they understand the importance of 
the conference each year. Jesus will leave the 99 to 
reach the 1 and I believe in my heart of hearts that 
SCAEOP was created so that those who need 
reaffirming, pushing and propelling will be the ONE 
that SCAEOP was created for. I had a FANTASTIC time! 
Can’t wait until next year! 
- Lakeisha Jenkins-Cribb, Marlboro County

I would like to first say that I so enjoyed myself and all 
that I learned. I couldn't wait to get back to work to 
tell my coworkers all that I experienced. As it has 
been three years of me trying to come to the 
conference, I finally got the opportunity and am 
already working on how to make that possible again 
next year. I valued how much we, as secretaries, are 
really valued in SCAEOP and I want to be all in. I want 
to start an affiliate in our area and see where we can 
go. We deserve the best as all the rest do. I attended 
the workshops Thought bubbles 101 and 102 with 
Mrs. Gardner and so enjoyed them. The 102 really 
got me in my feelings and actually made me teary 
eyed. We have to know that we are good enough and 
we can do the job. We are to get our mind set, that 
we have to fight the fight and give it all we have to do 
our very best for the students. I really enjoyed those 
two classes the most but over all the whole 
conference was great. As this was my first time and 
the numbers were way down, I feel this was the best 
time for a first timer to ease their way in. I get 
overwhelmed sometimes with big crowds so this 
really helped me with that. Thanks for all the hard 
work that everyone put in and for making me feel so 
welcomed.
 - Jessica Mixson, Hampton County

As a first timer and new member of the SCAEOP, my 
experience at the 2021 SCAEOP Conference was 
nothing short of amazing! Besides my church 
organization's conferences, I have never experienced 
such that is compiled of so much needed information 
that can be used for years within our workplace and 
other areas of life! The workshop sessions were 
beyond astounding, as the speakers and workshop 
leaders were very exciting and transparent! I 
thoroughly enjoyed such invaluable time with the 
other SCAEOP members as well, as being able to 
fellowship, I've gained the opportunity to resurrect 
many hidden values within myself! I also would like to 
thank Sharon McLean, CEOE, for having an opened 
heart in inviting me into the SCAEOP family and 
forever grateful for her generosity and 
professionalism! I can't wait to attend the next 
SCAEOP and/or NAEOP event!
 - Marco Mention, Georgetown County

My experience at this year’s SCAEOP Conference was 
nothing short of amazing.  This was my first year 
attending the conference and I am certain I will continue 
to attend each year.  Although I was a first-timer, I felt as 
though I was a valuable member of the organization due 
to the warm and welcoming environment.  I learned a 
great deal that will be quite helpful in being the ultimate 
office professional.  Some of the topics covered were 
stress management at work, how to be better in my 
position, and No! is a complete sentence. 
I am thankful for this wonderful learning experience and 
networking opportunity. I'm so ready to put into 
practice many of the strategies I have learned and many 
of the connections I made during this conference will 
last for a lifetime.  
- Nikki Dixon, Chesterfield County 
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Marian Garrett Student Scholarship 
Sierra Sands

Dot Aiken Scholarship 

General Student Scholarship 
Joanna Taylor

Warren Barr Jr
Grandson of Marth Barr

Claire Runyan
Granddaughter of Pauline Alford, CEOE
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Congratulations to the eight winners of the NAEOP free membership:
Daphne Smith, Marco Mention, Lakiesha Jenkins-Cribb, Jessica Mixson, Rhonda 

Jordan, Patrice DeLee-Mitchell (not pictured) and Delroy Robinson (not pictured)

Office Professional of the Year
Marybeth Gawrys, CEOE

Administrator of the Year
Kristen T. Eubanks
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Congratulations
PSP Recipients
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Susan Ashley, CEOE
Regina Cooper, CEOE
Amanda Friar, CEOE

Sharon McLean, CEOE
Suzanne Nelson, CEOE

Kendall Place, CEOE
Dana Stone, CEOE

Recertified
Jill Averyhart, CEOE
Carol Brown, CEOE

Laurie Cannon, CEOE 
Claudia Cohen, CEOE 
Joanna Corley, CEOE 

Vickie McIntyre, CEOE 
Georgette Council, CEOE 
Paula Rosenberger, CEOE 

Tammy Cox, CEOE 
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Farewell
FROM PRESIDENT MELODY WISE BUTLER
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Wow, I cannot believe a year has gone by that fast.  But I guess it is like the old saying, 
“Time flies when you are having fun.”  I want to take a moment to thank my SCAEOP 
family for giving me the opportunity to serve as your President for 2020-2021.  Who 
would have known back in October 2019 when I chose the theme “Unmasking Your 
Potential” just a few short months later we would literally be living in a time where we 
had to “mask” up.  It is funny how God works.

Even though COVID came and invaded our lives and we were unable to accomplish 
many of the goals I had set for the amazing association, I want to commend each of you 
for still working to unmask your potential.  See, as we left Myrtle Beach last February, I 
challenged each of you to step out of your comfort zone and unmask your potential of 
excellence in some shape, form or fashion – and as we can see  we all had no choice but 
to do just that (and some).  This last year has been an emotional roller coaster for us all.  
We have learned to tread uncharted waters, and still come out on top.  I thank each one 
of you for supporting SCAEOP and being more than understanding as we had to do 
things much differently this year. 

It was an HONOR to serve and lead this association.  Now that we have unmasked our 
potential, I challenge you to work to find the JOY in the JOurneY!!

Take care.  

Continue to stay safe!!!

Melody Wise Butler

2020-2021 SCAEOP President
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SCAEOP Board
2021 - 2022
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Officers
President Mary Beth Bowers, CEOE
President Elect Kimmetta Tidwell, CEOE
Vice President Vanessa Ellison, CEOE
Secretary Ruth James, CEOE
Immediate Past President Melody Wise Butler, CEOE

Area Directors
Area 1 Latoya Felder, CEOE Area 10 Kendall Place, CEOE
Area 2 Unfilled at this time Area 11 Unfilled at this time
Area 3 Tamara Collier Area 12 Unfilled at this time
Area 4 Sharon Price Area 13 Unfilled at this time
Area 5 Marybeth Gawrys, CEOE Area 14 Kathy Holmes
Area 6 Gervonder Brown Area 15 Clarice McKnight, CEOE
Area 7 Unfilled at this time Area 16 Unfilled at this time
Area 8 Unfilled at this time Area 17 Jennie Goff
Area 9 Donna Newton, CEOE

4-Year Appointed Positions
Meeting Site Coordinator Brian Weston, CEOE
Membership Recorder Cheryl Grantham, CEOE
Treasurer Laurie Cannon, CEOE
Website Coordinator Jennifer Hedrick, CEOE

Annually Appointed Positions
Conference Chair Marybeth Gawrys, CEOE
Community Service Cynthia Draft & Tavares Joseph
Historian Tina Gilliard-Rice, CEOE
Inspirational Leader Kimberley Coward, CEOE
Newsletter Sharon McLean, CEOE
Outreach Aliska Brown, CEOE
Parliamentarian Louise Snipes, CEOE
Presidential Advisors Jill Averyhart, CEOE & Georgette Council, CEOE
Presidential Aides Jennifer Dyarmett, CEOE & Sydney Rice
Past President Liaison Melody Wise Butler, CEOE
Retirees Liaison Rebecca Crabtree, CEOE
Ways and Means Marybeth Gawrys, CEOE



9

 

 

Committee Recruitment
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Conference Committee
Marybeth Gawrys, CEOE mgawrys@richland2.org

Community Service Committee
Cynthia Draft cdraft@richland2.org
Tavares Joseph tjoseph@richland2.org

Newsletter Committee
Sharon McLean, CEOE smclean@gcsd.k12.sc.us

Outreach Committee
Aliska Brown, CEOE abrown@gcsd.k12.sc.us

Public Relations Committee
Kendall Place, CEOE placek@apps.anderson1.org

Ways and Means Committee
Marybeth Gawrys, CEOE mgawrys@richland2.org

No matter your interests, we are sure to have 
a place for you. Any of our committees would 
be happy to have you and the ideas/input 
that only you can provide.

Reach out to the chairperson of the 
committee you are interested in to get more 

information about how you can help. 

Interested in joining a committee?? Want to get involved??

mailto:mgawrys@richland2.org
mailto:cdraft@richland2.org
mailto:tjoseph@richland2.org
mailto:smclean@gcsd.k12.sc.us
mailto:abrown@gcsd.k12.sc.us
mailto:placek@apps.anderson1.org
mailto:mgawrys@richland2.org
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Community  Service
The Homeless Period Project
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Hello SCAEOP Family! We hope all is well with 
you and your families! This letter serves you as 
an introduction. My name is Tavares Joseph.  
Myself and Cynthia Draft of Richland County, will 
be co-chairs of the community service project, 
“The Homeless Period Project (HPP)” for the 
2021-2022 year.

It’s time to kick off The Homeless PERIOD 
Project! We hope your county can help us make 
this project a big success this year! The mission is 
to provide menstrual hygiene products to 
homeless, schools, and those living in poverty. 
Could you imagine choosing between buying 
hygiene products or groceries? There are many 
struggling women and girls who can’t even meet 
their basic needs of hygiene products.

So, please consider getting your county involved 
with this project this year! It will be greatly 
appreciated, by having “PACKING PARTIES”...the 
supplies to be donated will be pads (regular), 
tampons, panty liners,hygiene wipes (prefer 
individually wrapped) and quart size ziploc bags 
to put the items in.

Click here to view the HPP Video. Check out the 
Homeless Period Project website and learn more 
about what a packing party is by clicking here. 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel 
free to reach out to us! We look forward to 
wonderful opportunities and relationships with 
all of you!

Respectfully,
Tavares Joseph & Cynthia Draft

Adopt HPP as 
your local 
affiliate 
community 
service project 
for the 2021 
year!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--lwrloJljs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.homelessperiodproject.org/
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Adopt HPP as 
your local 
affiliate 
community 
service project 
for the 2021 
year!

Resources for getting started in your county:

Homeless Period Project Flyer

Homeless Period Project Brochure

Community  Service
continued...

Check out Richland County!
What a way to start your 2021-2022 Journey!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16AknBwaKR9KQtQKUEZCgJE-TmGOgmmI_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kX3xb9DXrebumfhz-Kr2pQjn_-hATwzI/view?usp=sharing
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Mark Your Calendars
Upcoming NAEOP Conference
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National Association of Educational Office Professionals
521 First Street, PO Box 10

Milford, NE 68405
Phone: 316-942-4822  |  Email: staff@naeop.org

https://naeop.org/

More information coming soon….

mailto:staff@naeop.org
https://naeop.org/
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Newsletter Committee
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Hello SCAEOP Members! 
We are excited to be able to create and share The Voice with each of you. 
Each of us are dedicated to keeping you updated on SCAEOP news and 
giving you a newsletter that you enjoy. 

Our next newsletter is scheduled to go out in May. If you have articles you 
would like to submit for review, please email Sharon McLean at 
smclean@gcsd.k12.sc.us. The deadline for submissions is April 21st. 

Respectfully, 
Sharon McLean, CEOE
Nikki Dixon
Cynthia Simon

Cynthia Simon

District: Georgetown
Position: 
PowerSchool/Attendance Clerk
Fun Fact:
I’ve been an event planner and 
stager for over 20 years. It is 
my passion!

Nikki Dixon

District: Chesterfield
Position: Administrative 
Assistant of  Virtual Learning
Fun Fact: 
I am known for being the life 
of  the party!

Sharon McLean, CEOE

District: Georgetown
Position:
Secretary/PowerSchool Admin
Fun Fact:
I love to build things out of  
LEGOs with my son.

https://twitter.com/SCAEOP
https://www.pinterest.com/scaeop/_saved/
https://www.instagram.com/scaeop/
https://www.facebook.com/scaeop

